
Landscape with a purpose 
 
Your plantings don’t only provide curb appeal. They can create an additional security buffer, prevent soil 
erosion, and keep outdoor maintenance costs low. 
 

 

Security managers who are trained in landscaping enhancements that promote safety can add a major bang for the buck. 
Not only can they assist you in creating a lovely outdoor space, they can advise on how to use plantings and landscape 
architecture to avoid hazards, deter criminals and even reduce the potential effects of a bomb, flooding and wind damage. 
Think of landscape elements that break up getaway paths or bring attention to people making a speedy exit from the 
building. Those could include thorny hedges that don’t obstruct the line of sight but do force ingress and egress onto 
narrow, possibly even gated walkways. 
  
If your multiunit residential building is in an urban center with terrorism concerns and you want to reduce car-related 
assaults, there are aesthetic measures you can take to create a park-like atmosphere with graduated difficulty of access, 
ultimately preventing automobile traffic from getting too near populated units. That can be done without the appearance of 
a fortress, integrating attractive meeting and drop-off zones with permission-only access to garages or lobby overhangs. 
Grading and certain kinds of composites used in border fencing can assist in creating a security barrier that looks natural 
and friendly. 
  
Lighting, security cameras and call boxes can be part of your design concept, minimizing shadows, dark spots and areas too 
dimly lit for your security cameras to capture images. Some newer lighting systems can distort camera images, so be sure 
to discuss that with your landscaper. 
  
Thorny plants can be used beneath windows, while tall trees that have no branches within grasping height can provide 
shade to tenants in upper levels of your multiunit building without giving access to climbers. 
  
Beyond security, your landscaping can help protect the foundation, walkways, parking lots and utilities of your apartment 
building or condominium by keeping intrusive roots at a sufficient distance. You can plant with the purpose of decreasing 
erosion, increasing the butterfly population, attracting birds in only some areas of your campus, and providing shade in the 
summer and sunlight in the winter. The key is to make some decisions with a landscaping expert alongside your security 
manager and grounds crew leader before you dive into any part of an outdoor project. Drawing up plans and an elevation 
and considering the upkeep costs up front will allow you to create a beautiful, secure and financially sound exterior to your 
commercial residential building that should increase your appeal to residents and your overall business value. 
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